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RIP CURRENT AWARENESS WEEK

WHEREAS, annually, millions of beachgoers enjoy Florida's beautiful beaches with their
year-round sunshine and glittering white sand; and

WHEREAS, rip currents can occur at any surf beach with breaking waves and are the
leading surf hazard for all beachgoers; and

WHEREAS, rip currents are often difficult to spot and are particularly dangerous for weak
or non-swimmers but can sweep even the strongest swimmer out to sea; and

WHEREAS, the National Weather Service, the Southeast and South Atlantic Regions of the
United States Lifesaving Association, the Florida Beach Patrol Chiefs Association and the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection help inform and protect the public by
providing professional lifeguard services, furnishing beach warning flags and signs, using
the NOAA National Weather Service’s Surf Zone Forecasts, and distributing rip current
awareness signs and educational materials for the Break the Grip of the Rip™ program;
and

WHEREAS, it is vital to create public awareness of this major surf zone hazard for the
safety of Florida’s beachgoers;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and best wishes to all observing June 1-7, 2008 as

Rip Current Awareness Week

and encourage all Floridians and visitors to safely enjoy our coastal beaches and
resources this week and throughout the year, and know what to do if caught in a rip
current:

Remain Calm

Don't Fight the Current

Swim Out of the Current, Then to Shore

If You Can’t Escape, Float or Tread Water

If You Need Help, Call or Wave for Assistance

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my
hand and caused the
Great Seal of the State of
Florida to he affixed at
Tallahassee, the Capitol,
this 27" day of March, in
the year two thousand
eight.
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